
ORANGE
IS THE NEW BAND
ART & DESIGN PRINICPLES EVEN YOU
CAN USE IN THE MARCHING ARTS



Quick About Me
u From Denver, CO

u Design/Creative for global retirement company

u Marched WGI Concert World Class,
cymbals in College, PIW cymbals

u Taught PIW cymbals & Concert Open Class in WGI

u Have designed for various indoor groups,
Graphic Designer for Synced Up Designs

u Participated in every non-virtual World Championships
since 2003

u More detailed bio on That Dan Band Show
podcast, episode 20



Why does art/design matter?
u Visual Sheets – Orchestration Points



ORANGE IS THE NEW
AGENDA:

u 15 ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES
OF ART & DESIGN

u COLOR THEORY

u A FEW SOURCES FOR INSPIRATION



15 Elements & Principles
of Art & Design
To help with audio/visual coordination



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

1. Line
u The path of a point moving

through space

u Not just static

u Can vary in length,
width, direction

u Can be used to
communicate
emotions/feelings



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

2. Shape/Form
u In visual arts SHAPE is generally

two-dimensional/flat

u FORM is Generally refers
to a three-dimensional object 

u EX:

u Circle vs. sphere

u Square vs. cube



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

3. Texture
u The world around us has texture, using it well

will help your world feel more authentic

u Consider texture of motion

u Make sure you pick the RIGHT texture…..

“We’re going to go with a ‘blue’ floor this year”  
–Director



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

4. Contrast
u The difference between

various objects that
makes them stand out
from each other

u Readability, legibility,
and accessibility



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

5. Balance
u Visual weight

u If one side is too heavy,
the viewer’s eye goes
directly to the heavy part

u Can be offset by distribution

u Can be implied by size,
shape, or even contrast



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

6. Emphasis/Dominance
u The impact of an object

u Creating a focal point –
where you want the viewer to
look first, while not overpowering
the rest of the design 



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

7. Proportion
u The size relationship of

parts to a whole
and to one another

u Larger elements can tend
to seem more important

u SCALE:
Relating size to a constant,
such as the venue.

‘Who had the greater understanding as it relates to PROPORTION’



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

8. Hierarchy
u Ranking your visual elements in

order of importance

u Most important = most prominent

u Of everything I can see,
how do I know what to look at?

u DYNAMIC shapes/forms can help



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

9. Repetition
u Reinforcing an idea

or perception

u Can be done by
reusing the same
colors, images,
choices



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

10. Pattern
u Repetition of multiple

design elements working
in concert with each other

u Seamless patterns will
repeat endlessly

u Wallpaper, carpet, etc



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

11. Rhythm
u The intervals between elements

can create a sense of motion
u Regular intervals

u Random intervals

u Alternating intervals

u Flowing intervals

u Progressive intervals



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

12. Movement
u The way the eye travels

across a design

u Important elements should
lead to the next

u Can be done with
emphasis, positioning, etc.



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

13. Variety
u Incorporating an assortment

of design elements

u Colors, textures, shapes,
really anything!

u Creates interest, prevents
from becoming boring or
monotonous

u Can go overboard, can
make it hard to keep up with



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

14. Unity
u Oneness - no single part is more

important than the others

u When all elements are in agreement,
a design is considered unified

u Too much unity and things can get lost

UNITY – Working or not working?



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

15. Negative Space
u The areas of a design

where there are
no elements

u Important for
decluttering, and
creating emphasis



15 Elements & Principles of Art & Design

Use Negative Space to your advantage
u Don’t allow your viewer any reason to be distracted by negative space 

or be taken out of your world – use it to your advantage



BONUS

Gestalt Theory

‘The whole is greater than its parts’

u Our perceptions connect and group things

u See several elements as a visual whole



Color Theory
AND HOW YOU CAN USE IT



Color Theory

We all know colors... but what WORKS together?



Color Schemes
ANALOGOUS schemes, or “side by side” partners



Color Schemes
COMPLEMENTARY schemes include “equal opposites”

Just like black and white ‘vibrate’
off one another to your eyes,
so do complementary colors



Color Schemes
TRIADIC schemes include colors that are
equally placed around the color wheel



Color Context
How does it work relative to it’s surroundings?

We can create EMPHASIS with
COLOR CONTRAST

u where is RED more and less effective?

u How many purples are there?

u How many might it seem like?



EXAMPLE – Color Context
Color context
can create 
CAMOFLAGE



WHAT COULD
YOU DO

TO TONE
THIS DOWN



Interior Design Tips from
Bryan Patrick Flynn

u Pairing cool & warm colors

u Breaking up dominate colors
with supporting colors

u EX) Neon Pink + Teal balanced
with blush and ultra white

Color Balance



Color Psychology
What ‘happens’ when people see the colors in your show?



SCENARIO 

Using color psychology to avoid sending the wrong message

EX) We’re designing a show about WAR…

u We DON’T WANT…
u to make a political statement, be obscene,

or offend anyone…

u Anything we could avoid?

u Red, white & blue?       The idea of blood?

u How can we be NEUTRAL so people
don’t interpret this show incorrectly?



Sources for
Inspiration!



COLOR PALETTES FROM POP CULTURE

Sources for Inspiration

@cinemapalettes

The Dark Knight Squid Game Joker



COLOR PALETTES FROM NATURE

Sources for Inspiration

Credit: imgur.com/gallery/5Eu6oMR



COLOR PALETTE TOOLS

Sources for Inspiration

coolors.co/paletton.com colorhunt.co/



SYNCED UP DESIGNS

www.syncedupdesigns.com



THANK YOU!

ivanfees.com

kobalt7387@gmail.com

@kobalt7387

syncedupdesigns.com


